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Project Introduction and Communication Objectives

Create a website for a state park either in Georgia or another state in the U.S or overseas.

Target Audience

The target audience is local and national tourist to the Carlsbad New Mexico park tourist.  The majority are family and group trip organizers who visit the caves yearly.
Overall Design Approach

I have chosen to do my park website on Carlsbad Caverns located in Carlsbad New Mexico.  The massive underground fossil relief formations make this massive underground cave a unique subject for a park website.

Since there is very little if any greenery in its location, I will focus on the rough structures of the cave walls, land and desert climate. The pages will give an impression of a dark cave interior and play on the colors of the desert land. The layout will attempt to give the user the feel that they are inside a dark cave.

Carlsbad Caverns National Park     

Carlsbad Caverns National Park.   Located in Carlsbad New Mexico, It was established to preserve Carlsbad Cavern and numerous other caves within the Guadalupe Mountains.  A Permian-Age-Fossil-Reef.  The park contains over 400 known caves and was designated a National Park on May 14, 1936.

“The parks cultural resources represent a long and varied continuation of human use starting in the prehistoric times, and illustrates many adaptations to the Chihuahua Desert environment.  Human activities, including prehistoric and historic American Indian occupations, European exploration and settlement, industrial exploitation, commercial development and tourism have each left reminders of their presence and their rich contributions to the area. The park has two historic districts on the National Register of Historic Places, Caverns Historic District and Rattlesnake Springs Historic District.  

The park museum including the park archives, contains about 1,000,000 cultural resource specimens that are being preserved and protected for future generations.  The present site contains a very simple text based logo.  Dark brown and black are used on the bold Helvetica font to represent the cave.

This will be a welcome challenge to create a logo for this site.  It also uses a text heavy layout with photos that feature the caves most dynamic aspects and links that are structured in a very linier and readable format. Besides the self-walk through tours there are numerous family activities, shops and restaurants inside the cave and surrounding land to enjoy. The site address is http://www.nps.gov/cave/index.htm The benchmark site is another National Park Monument Conservation called El Malpais.   This rocky mountain cave preserve is also located in New Mexico.

The monument preserves 114,277 acres of which 109,260 acres are federal and private land.  It also features a cave tour guide attraction but it does not compare to the massive size and activities featured at Carlsbad.   El Malpais does have a logo but it is very dated and uses and old but relevant Indian culture woodcut or crosshatched styled graphic.  The site is also text heavy and uses earth tone colors of tan and dark maroon. Their site address is http://www.nps.gov/elma/index.htm.

Branding and Identity

The logo will focus on the unique and strange rock fossil structures within the park cave.  It will have a simple and playful appeal using 2-3 colors.  It will also attempt to appeal to the general visiting public, especially young families, vacationers and travel groups.

Graphic Style and Typography

The site will give the user the sense that they are actually touring a dark cave.  Black top and bottom boarders will enclose the main subject matter in the center of the site pages.  A screened back image of actual hanging rock formations will be used to ad depth to the page layout and help enforce the sensation of being inside one of the caves tour tunnels.

A light tan / brown scanned in texture from a Indian Village home wall will b used as the background for the content text.  This will also enforce the Mexican and desert cultural color schemes used in the region.

Typography will be kept simple by using only the Arial font formatted for points of interest.  Dark reds, maroon, tan and black will be the pallet limit (With the exception of the interactive map).  White will be used as a strong contrast on the top navigation links against the black to help the user identify them as status indicators along with bold page introduction headers. 

Layout

Status indicators for this site will use CSS positioning, with the link color changes.  No rollover buttons will be used.  This will make the site easy to update.  Links will be turned off on the page the user is viewing and a bold left positioned intro headers will also help as status indicators.  The top navigation will also be off centered to play on the rough and unaligned natural structures of the cave.  The branding logo will be at the usual top-left of every page.

I will also be placing the SUN image of the New Mexico state flag in the bottom right of the site pages.  This is done for a few reasons. One is that I wanted the state where the caves are located to be recognized and use the stylish SUN image as a navigation and design element.  The SUN’s horizontal and vertical lines compliment the CSS link separator lines on the main top navigation.  They also help support the Indian and Mexican cultural theme of the desert region.

Since the user will most likely assume this is a link graphic, I made it active by having it lead to the next page in the website in sequence with the top navigation text reading from right to left

Colors

The colors will reflect the cave interiors and the desert land of the native Mexican / Indian cultures, by using only black, dark reds, maroon, tan brown and a contrasting white on active links to support bold page status indicator headers. 

Interaction and links

The site will include an image map with click on regions for more detailed information to the National park cave regions, animals and plant life of the desert.

Accessibility Standards

The site will adhere to the 508-compliances such as the use of alt-tags.  It will be updated by myself during the course and adhere to the instructors requirements.

Project Specifications

1. Size – 800px X 600px  / 72dpi  / RGB

2. Fonts –Arial 

3. Buttons – CSS navigation (no button rollovers).

4. Organized layout to enhance clarity and usability.

5. Simple html.  No Flash.

6. Vector based graphics and photos.

7. Black, white, maroon, dark-reds, tan, browns.

8. No Greek text.

9. Use enough content so the site looks finished.

      File Structure – Standard web file naming convention will 

be used along with detailed folder set up for all assignments and images.

Site Map
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